KIRKLAND JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL

Panthergram

Hame af the Tarthrers.l! Feluary 2009

Dear Kirkland Junior High Parents,

In these tough economic times we want you to be aware of, and have information regard-
ing, some of the support programs available in our school and community.

In school, we offer assistance through our Free and Reduced Lunch Program. This
program has changed since we were in school; students use their 1.D. card to pur-
chase a standard lunch (entrée, fruit, vegetables, drink - ala carte items cost more.)

Another program - Washington Basic Food Program - is for families who meet in-
come guidelines. Basic Food helps people afford a nutritious diet by providing eli-
gible households an electronic benefits card and monthly benefits to buy food at
participating grocery stores. If you qualify for this program you automatically
qualify for free or reduced lunch.

Did you know? The definition of homeless - If a family lives in any of the following
situations: a) In a shelter, motel, vehicle, or campground, b) on the street, c) in an
abandoned building, trailer, or other inadequate accommodations, or d) doubled
up with friends or relatives because they cannot find or afford housing. If any of
these apply to your family please feel free to contact Cheryl Chikalla at 425-702-
3297 information and assistance.

The Evergreen Healthcare Access Program offers physicals to students at low or no
cost. Call 425-739-8400 for an appointment and more information.

Free or low cost health insurance for children under 19 is offered by the Community
Health Access Program, at 1-800-756-5437. Immigration status does not matter.
This insurance covers medical, dental, vision, mental health, substance abuse coun-
seling and more.

We hope this helps, please feel free to contact me if you have questions or need additional
information. dmccarson@lwsd.org, 425-822-6224.

Sincerely,

Deborah K.W. McCarson, Principal
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Dear KJH Parents,

We are already half way through our year and it has been great so far.
A huge thank you to all who have been involved with all we have ac-
complished so far: published The Student Directory; been involved
with Reflections; produced a fun Play; distributed a Supplemental
Grant to the Music, Science and Technology Department as well as the
Library; website up and running and implemented the Walk about
program.

This year our PTSA board has worked hard to get our different jobs
organized. With that being done, most of the board members have 9™
grade students, so next year they will move on to the High School. We
need some dedicated parents to step in and take over. As we men-
tioned previously, it is very beneficial for you to become involved with
your students’ school. It is an opportunity for you to decide where
money should be spent, how we can help students and how we can bet-
ter our community.

Sherry Carter has volunteered to be on the Nominating Committee and
it is time to nominate members for next year’s board. If you have
questions about any of the positions, please call or email anyone on the
board. If you are interested in a position or know someone who would
be a good candidate, please let us know.

We are proud of all who have stepped up and found their niche. If you

have not done so yet, it is a really great time to get involved.

Kim, Ronda and Paula
KiJH PTSA Co-Presidents

General PTSA Meetings: 29-Mar  8-May 5-Jun




KiJH PTSA TREASUREROS

We are pleased to report that during the month of January
we distributed a total of $2,000.00 in Supplemental Grants

to our teachlng staff. The grants were awarded to the science department, the library,
music program, and computer application classes. We received 6 grant requests for a
total of $5,000.00. While all the grants were very worthwhile requests, we had to stay
within our $2,000.00 budget. We would like to thank all of the teachers who applied
and encourage them to do so again next year when we hope to have a larger Supple-
mental Grant Budget to distribute.

The other big income and expense event during the month of January and February
was our school play sponsored by the PTSA. While we are still waiting for a few more
expenses to come it it looks like the budget will come in on target. Thank you to the
play committee and the students who worked so hard on this great production.

As of January 15, 2009 we have 273 PTSA members! Our target membership for the
2008/09 school year is 350 members. Its not too late to join. The membership form is
available on the PTSA website.

We also conducted a mid-year audit of our financial books. Thank you to Leslie Mix,
Fern Weed and Janice Lyon for their time as members of the Audit Committee.

Our account balance as of 1-31-09 is $25,128.25. Please let me know if you have any
guestions.

Lindsay Blackner, lindsayb@qte.net

Panthergram news

The next edition of the Panthergram will be in the mail March 29th, 2009! If you
would like to help prepare it for mailing, please join the other volunteers at 8:30 in
the Commons at KiJH. We would love to have some new faces!

Future mailing dates 29-Mar 8-May 5-jun

Check out the new KiJH website! www.lwsd.org/school/
Kijh
Panthergram is online here
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KJH STUDENT VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR PETER KIRK
SCIENCE NIGHT!

Peter Kirk PTSA is having SCIENCE NIGHT on Thursday, March 26th 2009 from
6:30pm - 8:30pm. We need volunteers to help with set  -up, science exhibits and
displays, and take -down. Please let me know if you are able to help out with a
shift. You may also be able to get credit towards community service hours.

Contact Lina Kramer at linakramer@comcast.net . To volunteer or for more infor-
mation.

INFORMATION SOUGHT FROM PARENTS OF
SPECIAL EDUCATION STUDENTS

2 -’- oS ¢
The Special Education Support Center is surveying parents | A K‘G.QUEA A
so that to better address the needs of families of special SPECIAL NEEDS GROUP

education students. Please ask your members who are

parents of children in special education programs to go to

the link below and complete Survey #2. It will only take a few minutes of your time.
They would like to have at least 100 responses by February 15, 2009. To take the
survey, click on the following link: http://www.specialeducationsupportcenter.org/
families caregivers/parentsurvey.html

Bill Williams
Executive Director
Washington State PTA
2003 65th Avenue W.
Tacoma WA 98466
253 -565 -2153
1-800 -562 -3804
every child .one voice

LOOKING FOR A WAY TO HELP KJH AND PTSA? WE NEED
A VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR TO HELP GET PARENTS
INVOLVED IN THE PROGRAMS THEY ARE INTERESTED

IN PLS CALL RENEE DYER-SHIPMAN 828-9371
OR LINDA DAHL 822-09689.
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8"grade fielM trip
Boeing Museum of Flight

The"grade class will be galiag ﬁaldnrmlto the Museun
MarcH"18tudent cost is $6.” co o X
and return during siX@tuplembsl must bring aTﬂasHhmmh
include having a guided tour of the Red Barn, a scave

section, activities in the Air & Space section, and time w visit uic wunivuiu anu A
Force Oﬁas interdisciplinary day will include activities to .support all dlgcrpl?ﬁeas‘,ontact-J@ulf
.S 1., .7 ox % Ly i1 L, N S 2

~

- OOEA . Ax0O8s8

A big thank you to our PTSA who voted to grant the mu-

sic department $757.00 towards the purchase of vests

for the music department uniforms. This money, plus

the $967.00 that we raised at the Winter Concert Raffle

gets us nearly halfway toward our new uniformghe to-
tal cost will be $4,000 which needs to be raised by June 1.

Jazz Band, Select Choir and Premier Orchestra auditions

If you are interested in auditioning for any of the above ensembles
you must schedule an audition time prior to March Belect Choir or
Premier Orchestra, contact Mrs. Morrissey dmorris-
sey@lwsd.org For Jazz Band contact Mr. Lundquist
mlundquist@Iwsd.org. Students who are currently in music ensem-
bles have already had their opportunity to audition during class.
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News from the 7th Grade Team

For 7" Language Arts & Social Studies, we are going to be diving deep into the research and

writing processes. Students will research a Constitutional issue (freedom of speech in schools,

search and seizure in schools, or the Electoral college), and develop a persuasive paper promot-

ing their perspective on the issue. We 0 | | be | earning how to resea
thesis, draft, cite our sources and evidence, revise, edit, and publish! This paper is a major un-

dertaking that teaches many skills and uses all of our great resources here at KJH (the library,

computers, textbooks, resource materials, etc). We look forward to how proud our students will

be of their finished, published products!

In CMP 7 Math, we began a new unit, What Do You Expect? In this unit students are learning
about the concepts of probability that will help them understand everyday ideas that they read
or hear about. Students are learning how to find probabilities in two ways: by conducting trials
and collecting experimental data, and also by analyzing situations to determine theoretical prob-
abilities. As they work, students are using fractions, decimals and percents to describe how
likely event are.

In Science, students are continuing with the Earth Science unit: Catastrophic Events. Hands on
inquiries into how air moves and creates storms will engage students and promote thinking.
Students will learn how uneven heating controls our weather and how temperature and pressure
are related to cloud formation. We will continue to focus on good experimental design and cre-
ating controlled experiments.

Be sure to check your student’s planner for homework each night!

The K/JH 2009 Talent Show is coming on May 12! Start
CzzBzzBz WwbcC CzZY CWIYBC dbcl

Show. Previous acts have included singing, dancing, acting,

funny skits, performing a musical instrument, bands, jump
rope teams, karate, etc. SY9zCzBBWI [d TLb [ BBZzBz? Z
help. U Wl YBC UZBD WBB¢ &IWCD B B StaiiBikicgBhC B Wb ¥ 2
your talent now! Tickets will go on sale in May. Come talk to Mrs. Poort if you

have questions.
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8th Grade Team News

In Science, students are working in their new unit, Earth in Space, by
exploring the Earth-Sun-Moon system using various forms of models to
understand the reason for the seasons, eclipses, phases of the moon, ro-
tation, revolution and orbit. Students should be making daily observa-
tions of the moon phases, sunrise, and sunset times which will be used
as evidence in future investigations.

We began a new unit, What Do You Expect? In this unit, students learn
about the concepts of probability that help them understand everyday
ideas they read or hear about. Students learn how to find probabilities
in two ways: Conducting trials and collecting experimental data; and by
analyzing situations to determine theoretical probabilities. As they work,
students use fractions, decimals and percents to describe how likely
event are.

In Social Studies , students just completed their study of the Roaring Twenties with a

focus on the cultural explosion of music, mass media, the Harlem Renaissance, and

Flappers. We have moved onto our study of the Great Depression. Teachers will

focus on comparing the financi al coll apse of
ties. Around mid-winter break, we will be moving onto our biggest unit of the year:

World War Il. We will also be studying Washington states involvement in the war.

Please discuss with your student any family stories related to WWII, as teachers will

be encouraging students to share these with the class.

InLanguage Arts , st udents have begun Of#ieechndiMgn. J o hn St
This will greatly enhance their understanding of the depression era, as the story fol-

|l ows two migrant farm workers in California c
place of their own.

In Algebra , students are well into th&bapesataifitgebra: Linear Systenmsthisd Inequalities
unit your child is working with equations for lines and develops understanding of how ¢
qualities can help solve redbtiidesmisatixtiend their earlier work in-sliggbegsatving multi

tionslhe students are practicing variety of methods to find solutions to linear systems (
nation and equivalent) they are also learning to decide which form would be easier to ¢




Ninth Grade News

== Language Arts . Ninth graders continue to expand
their vocabulary and improve writing skills as the novel, Animal
Farm , is being introduced. Although conceived and written as a satire, Animal
Farm is generally acknowledged as presenting many of author, George Or-
well 6s views on humanity and politics. |t r
tyrannical rule by his farm animals and their abortive attempt to establish
egalitarian society. Clearly alluding to events in the Russian Revolution, Ani-

mal Farm attacks the extremes of Stalinism and the lure of power. The
weighty political implications of the novel are deftly interwoven into a fantas-
tic take of animals that adapt human characteristics and behavior that are a
parody of human political and social hierarchies.

World History

Ninth graders are furthering their studies of the Ancient
Chinese with in -depth study.  Along with textbook studies,
students will connect to websites that provide additional
information about the Ancient Chinese. They will present
maps and a timeline of ancient and modern
China. Chapter support offers sites with in -depth information
about Ancient China specifically related to the key topics presented
in each chapter. Additional support offers web quests, interactive
lessons, quizzes, and other internet or hands -on activities to sup-
port the study of Ancient China. Stude
move into communism and into the world market.

French I is studying chapter 5 which covers how to talk about

yourself and others (looks, personality), describe your bedroom,
talk about everyday objects, describe objects, and express opin-
ion. We 6 | | enjoy a cultural prlesent
19" and 20™.

French II is starting on chapter 4 which covers entertainment. Students will be
able to describe and discuss various forms of entertainment, the types of movies
they like, favorite movie and rock stars, extend, accept and turn down invitations,
write a letter in French, and talk about what they like to read. They will also be
able to describe relationships to people and talk about them. They will also have
culture presentationsonthe 199"and a French Fbodds pay ol




9t h Grade Math Newseé@

Algebra students have started Chapter 6, a unit on systems of
equations. Students are learning the three methods for finding
a solution to a system: graphing, substitution, and elimination.
They are also identifying if a system has one, no, or infinite so-
lutions. They will then move on to finding solution regions for
systems of inequalities and will learn to identify systems of ine-
gualities that have infinite versus no solutions. This is a very
long and challenging unit with four weeks being the scheduled
time for completion. As always, attendance is extremely impor-
tant as new concepts and skills are learned daily.

Geometry  students are in the most challenging unit of the
year: Probability. Students have been studying permutations,
combinations, compound events (both independent and depend-
ent), the multiplication counting principle, and strategies to find
outcomes such as tree diagrams and ordered lists. This unit is
all about taking each problem separately and deciding which
strategy to apply; students are learning that we cannot always
apply the same formula over and over! In late February, stu-
dents will begin a study of the Pythagorean theorem and special
right triangles.

Advanced Algebra students are in the wonderful world of poly-
nomials! Students have become powerful by taking tables and
calculating the exact polynomial function by finding the degree
using finite differences. Advanced Algebra students are also
finding all forms of quadratic equations by utilizing the concept

of completing the square to identify the vertex. Deriving the
quadratic formula will be the most challenging lesson of this
unit! Students will be studying imaginary and complex numbers
and will learn to find non -real solutions of polynomials. This unit
I's generally five to six weeks

| ongé.
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Counseling News: Registration for 2009 - 2010

|l tds hard to believe butOigjustaiomdtheecorneon f or

Here is a list of important dates to remember:

10" Grade Registration
Monday, February 23
Monday, March 2 " Registration forms due back to LA/SS teachers

rd

Parent Nights

Current 8 " Grade Parent Night Tuesday, March 17 ", 7pm

Current9 " Grade Parent Night Monday, February 23 ", 7pm at LWHS
Grades

All teachers patrticipate in the school -wide grading periods at the mid-

dle of each quarter and at end of each quarter/semester. The following
dates inform you when to expect the official grade reports:

2" Quarter

End of 2 ™ quarter | January 23 "3 1* Semester report mailed

home February5 "

3" Quarter

Midterm _,ONLY D/ F GRADES® PROGRESS REPORT
3".

End of 3 “ quarter | April 10 " 3 . “3quarter report mailed home

April 23 .

4" Quarter

Midterm _,ONLY D/ F GRADES® PROGRESS REPORT
End of 4 " quarter |, June 16" 3 2" Semester reports mailed home

nd

week of June 22

200

MA I

MA I



{7, LIBRARY IN NEED! | Past support for Kilr. library has
' S, been strong and through the Box' Tops program and the Cgr—
F Jﬁ“trldges for Kids recyclin

## dreds of dollars that go directly into purchasing new books

The bad news is that in the first semester of the current school year support for
these two valuable programs has waned. We believe a strong library is at the core
of every strong school. Please help us keep the library a valuable resource for
reading material and curricular support.

For the box tops program itods as
qualifying products at: http:www.boxtops4education.com

Recycling ink cartridges, used cell phones, i-pods, etc. is great for us and great for
the environment so keep them coming.

Another program that has been successful in the past but not so much this year is

g pro

easy

for your Kkids to read. That 0s

~

C

Mr. Ritchie’s Wish List. | f youd6re shopping at Amazon
erous check out Mr. Ritchiebs wish |

library. Type in: dritchie@lwsd.org in the Wish List Search category and begin
your shopping.

SPECIAL NOTE OF THANKS: A special note of thanks to Cindy Sullivan for
her generous support of our library.

= Spanish level 1

RIPA A ” Students are beginning Chapter 7. They will be learning

S %< > how to describe vacation choices and activities, talk about
the weather, discuss what to take on a trip, and talk about how
teens in Chile spend their vacations. They will be learning some ir-
regul ar verbs, the oOPersonal A6 a
Pronoun. 6

Spanish level 2

Students are learning the imperfect tense and will be discussing

how some cultures adopt aspects and traditions of other cultures,
often i n altered form. They wi ||l
and ORefl exive verbs. o
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KIRKLAND JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL

KJH Calendar of Events:

Feb16 NoSchoold Pr esi dent 6s Day
Feb 17 Mid-Winter Break

Feb 18 Mid-Winter Break

Feb 23  9th Grade Parent Night at LWHS

Feb 24 LWSD PTSA Special Needs Meeting

Feb 28 Academic Games (@ District Office

Mar 5  Band trip to Victoria B.C.

Mar 6  Teacher work dayi No school for students



