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Weigh in on Budget Priorities —Survey Open Now

Because of anticipated cuts in the state budget, Lake Washington School District
is currently anticipating that the district will receive nearly $10 million less in
state funds next year and that amount could change. The district is seeking parent
opinion on what items should receive priority in funding as it develops the budget
for the 2009-2010 school year. An online survey is available on the district Web
site now through April 5, 2009. Just click on the link on the right hand side of the
page under fAiWhatdéds new on this site. o

In 2006, the last time that the district faced significant budget cuts, a committee

consisting of community members, parents, teachers and administrators devel-

oped a budget-decision screen. This screen has been used since then in determin-

i ng where cuts can be made in each sch
parents and community members to rate the items currently on the screen to deter-

mine if the district still has the right priorities for funding. The survey also asks

the public to rate specific budget items on how important each item is to fund.

In addition to seeking public opinion on budget priorities, the district will con-
tinue to monitor the budget work being done in the legislature and will adjust the
amount of cuts needed accordingly. For planning purposes, the process of deter-
mining these cuts needs to begin now, instead of waiting until the end of the legis-
lative session.

Debbie McCarson, KiJH Principal
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Dear KJH Parents,

Spring has arrived and with it a few reminders from the KJH
PTSA. Please mark your calendar for the Mother's Day Lunch-
eon. It will be held on Wednesday May 6th at 1:30, at Kirkland
Junior High. The luncheon is for mothers, grandmothers, aunts,
and any women we want to celebrate for being involved in our
children's lives. We hope you will join us for a delicious luncheon
and inspiring guest speaker. Tickets will go on sale the end of
April and your child will be able to purchase them at lunch.

Also, we will be announcing the date of the Father's Day Break-
fast soon but we do know that it will take place in June. We have
plenty of committee members, but are still searching for a chair-
person to lead the process. Please contact Bob Buck at bbuck-
trucking@hotmail.com if you are interested in chairing this event.

We have many openings for next year's PTSA leadership.
Among the positions that need to be filled are the treasurer and
secretary positions along with a number of vice president roles.
Please contact Ronda Gwinn at brironda@yahoo.com if you are
interested in finding out more information about these positions
with PTSA.

Thank you KJH families!

Ronda Gwinn, Kim Deskin and Paula White Greschler
PTSA Co-presidents

General PTSA Meetings:

8-May 5-Jun
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KiJH PTSA TREASUREROS

Our PTSA account balance as of the end of February was
$25,152.01. With most of the expenses for the play paid for it
looks like they did an excellent job of coming in under

budget. Thank you to the parents who volunteered with all

the details of the play and to all the families who purchased

tickets to the performances.

Annually , we provide each teacher at the school with an opportunity to be reim-
bursed for up to $100 for classroom grants . About half the staff hasrequested reim-
bursement for their classroom grants for this year. We look forward to funding the rest of
the staff requests through to the end of the school year.

During the month of April the Board will begin to draft the2009/2010 PTSA budget . If
you would like to participate in the process please contact me dindsayb@agte.net. We
hope to present the draft budget to the membership for approval at the PTSA meeting on
April 28th. If you have budget requests please forward them to me by April 16th.

Last but not least, the PTSA will need a new Treasurer next year. My student will be
moving on to high school. If you are interested in the position please feel free to contact
me with any questions you might have. think my predecessor will find the books and re-
cords in excellent condition. Other than the busy month of September the time commit-
ment of the Treasurer's position is abou# hours per month. | will make myself available
to help with the transition to the new board next year and would be willing to help the
new Treasurer with the 2009 tax filing. (Used to intimidate me but seems pretty straight-
forward after doing it for 2 years.) If you have filled this position at the elementary school
level, as | did, | can assure you that these are a much easier set of books and the volume of
work is much less. Accounting experience is nice but not necessan/Attention to detail is
very helpful. This is a great opportunity to be involved in the school, work with the teach-
ing and administrative staff and it is a very defined roleSo please consider stepping up to
help. You won't regret it.

Best regards, Lindsay Blackner

Panthergram Mailings

The next edition of the Panthergram will be mailed on May 8th. If you would like to help prepare
it for mailing, please join the other volunteers at 8:30 in the Commons at KiJH. We would love to
have some new faces! Final mailing date: June 5th

Check out the new KiJH website! www.lwsd.org/school/kijh
~ Online Panthergram ~
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An important note from our school nurse, Amy Jo Root, RN

There have been an increasing number of absent kids over the past 2 weeks with flu
like illness. | thought this would be a good time to remind your students (and youhat it's
still flu season.To help prevent getting itwe can all practice some of the following strategies!

1. Wash hands frequently.Doorknobs, lockers, andhared itemsare all good ways to pass
germs.

2. Studentsshould try to avoid close contact (hugging, kissing, sharing drinks, food or pens)
with friends who decide to attend school sick.

3. If kids (or staff) have fevers they should NOT come to school as they are probably passing it

on to others.

4. If possible cough or sneeze into a Kleenex or the sleeve of their own shirt/coat so that gefms

do not become airborneThey should then be encouraged to wash their hands immediately gf-

ter coughing or sneezing.

5. Teachers can keep Clorox type wipes in their roorater student hours,and disinfect the

desks, pencil sharpeners, doorknobs etc if you want to help prevent cootie spread in your class-

rooms! :)

The most common symptoms we are hearing about are fever, cough and congestibnpe you
stay healthy and avoid the cooties! :)f you have any questions, please let me know!

.,

/‘;f)é?'~;;"AIISpanishclasses will be partic
<t .Festivalo on April 17, 20009,

~ guage class period. There will be lots of food as well as per-
| .l formances from around the world. Parents are welcome to join
us! This event will be held in the school cafeteria.

HOMEWORK LUNCH COMES TO KIRKLAND JUNIOR HIGH

KJH has a new homework program. It is called Homework Lunch and it is for 9th graders who are missing
assignments that are negatively affecting their grades. At the end of each week students on the list are given
a HW Lunch ticket and given the weekend to get caught up. If they come back on Monday with homework still
incomplete they join Homework Lunch. Homework Lunch has been going for the last two weeks with great
success. Students are taking their responsibilities more seriously and the list is getting shorter.
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Music Department

Congratulations to our Concert Band who just returned
from Canada on March 5 ™ after receiving ratings of Supe-
rior at the University of Victoria Band Fest! They have
worked hard all year to prepare their challenging music for
this festival, and after performing well, and receiving much positive feedback, the
band was elated to learn they received Superior scores! The students now look
forward to their participation in the Solo and Ensemble Festival, as well as per-
forming new and challenging music for the Spring Concert in June.

Congratulations to Connor Bergren, Matt Mihara and Jake Nathlich who repre-
sented Kirkland Junior High and Washington State so ably at the ACDA National
Choir Festival in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, last month. = Connor, Matt and Jake
performed with the finest musicians in the nation and under the direction of one

of the top conductors in the world. Please offer your congratulations to them
when you see them down the hall. GO PANTHERS!!!

Kudos to our Concert Band , Jazz Band , Orchestra and Select Choir who put on
wonderful performances for our feeder elementary schools last month. The stu-
dents were great models for our future Panthers, showing great musicality, re-
spect, discipline and joy through music. Bravo!!!

Bravo to our Select Choir quintet who performed the National Anthem for the
opening day parade for Kirkland American Little League on Saturday March 14
You represented our school brilliantly! The quintet was made up of: Amanda Tsu-
jilkawa, Jessi Navarre , Rebecca Kellie , Asiana Galarpe , Ally Walker and Michelle
Gipson. Great job ladies!

th

Mr s . Morri sseybés Maternity Leave

My husband Stephen and | are very excited to welcome our first child, Jack Doyle
Morrissey, his due date is Sunday April 26. | will start maternity leave on Monday
April 20, so my last day of teaching for this school year will be Friday April 17. I
will still check my school email if you need to contact me: dmorrissey@Ilwsd.org |
am extremely proud of the progress that all of our music groups have made this
year and | am looking forward to hearing the Orchestra, Select Choir and Chorus
show off the further progress that they will make under the leadership of our
music substitute at the Spring Music concert on Tuesday, June 9!
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Solo & Ensemble News

As you all know by now, our school is hosting the biggest junior high music event
of t he y &WSD&unitoritHegh Solo & Ensemble Festival which will be held
at KJH on Saturday, May 9. Over 500 junior high musicians and their parents will
descend on our school to perform for adjudicators and receive feedback and a
rating. Mr. Lundquist and Mrs. Morrissey have been planning and preparing for
this event since August, and now they are so pleased to announce that there are 8
parents who have volunteered to be part of the major oversight group called the
S&E Committee! Thank you to these momds who have ta
planning and delegating the myriad tasks in our final planning stage:

Volunteer Coordinators: Cheryl Manao, Emily Nathlich

Concession Stand Organizers: Kandy Mason and Laura Lund

Staff Lunch Organizer: Lindsay Blackner, Jill Stinogel

Day- of - the - Event Overseer: Sharon Saxton, Julie Taylor

Parents of music department kids are highly encouraged to volunteer for this
event. If you did not already sign up to volunteer, you still may, just contact
Cheryl cherylmanao@comcast.net or Emily emily@nathlich.com

Those of you who have signed up to volunteer already, expect to receive an e malil
from Cheryl or Emily in the month of April giving you your specific task and time.
Please note that ALL Kirkland Junior High music students are required to put in an
hour of service time to make this event happen. This could be on Friday, May 8,
with all of the set up work after school or on Saturday, May 9, during the
event. Mr. Lundquist and Mrs. Morrissey will give the students more details about
this in class soon.

The Talent Showis coming on May 12, 2009! It will be in the KJH Com-
mons at 7:00pm. Tickets will cost $5 for adults/no ASB card, and $4
with an ASB card. They can be purchased from Bonnie in May. Plan on
coming!

4STCDMS " OOKHB@SHNMR B@M AD OHBJDOC TO
and are due by April 10”. Auditions will be on the 14 " and 16". Stu-

| dents must sign-up in advance for a time when their application is com-
plete.

I Permission forms for back -stage help can also be picked up in room
120 There are many ways a student can volunteer for the Talent Show. Students can
also earn community service credits for volunteering their time.

Hope to see you there!!



mailto:cherylmanao@comcast.net
mailto:emily@nathlich.com
http://search.msn.com/images/results.aspx?q=music+group+clipart

KJH Academic Games TeaméDI STRI CT

Congratulationst o Ki r kl and Juni or Highdos Academic Gam
season and clinching the district title. KJH started the season strong by defeating the toughest

team in the district from Inglewood Junior High in their first game with a score of 36 to 54. Af-

ter that win, there was no stopping our Academic Gamers who won their remaining games.

The games consist of four quarters of play, with one quarter devoted to a presentation on a topic

unknown until the actual game. The other three quarters test the students on history, geography,

science, math, literature, politics, current events, grammar, spelling, economics and the arts.

Students have been spending extra time practicing and reviewing the complex rules as now the

team is engaged in the National Tournament. We have been seated in t
teams in the nation and will play a team from Philadelphia on Thursday, March 26, at 7:30 a.m.

via teleconferencing. This is a very exciting opportunity for our students!

Academic Games, also known as the National Academic League (NAL), is truly based on team-
work, dedication, academic achievement, and good sportsmanship. We are privileged to have
the aid of Michael Cummings who is serving as assistant coach again this year. We thank our
administrative team of Mrs. McCarson and Mr. Mott, who are very supportive of the students in
this academic activity, and we appreciate the support of the entire staff who have all contributed
to the academic success of this team. We must also thank the parents who have been incredibly
supportive of this team.

Kirkland Junior High has an outstanding 16-member team this year. They will be receiving the

di strict trophy at the LWSD board meeting on
congratulate the following students on a job well done and wish them luck in the national

games: Jack Nash (captain), Reily Blackner, Jessica Lund, Nikola Lakic, Maria Dawson,

Dakota Campbell, Austin Myhre, Zach Oelsner, Lia Roberds, Stephanie Kim, Chloe

Nash (3" quarter captain), Rachel Elliot, Sarah Dawson, James Whitfield, and Mark

Hedreen. We are proud of our Academic Gamers!

Amy Myhre
KJH Academic Games Coach

Spring into the Library!

* We believe afrong library is at the core of everytrong schoa/Please help us keep the
£ library a valuable resource for reading material and curricular support.

We are pleased to report that the new Washington state books we ordered due to the generous PTSA grant we
received have arrived and are ready for checkout. Also, thank those of you who have responded to our pleas in
such a positive way é not only with direct cash donati
cell phones, ipods, etc. that we recycled for cash.

For the box tops program itdés as easy as clipping coup
http:www.boxtops4education.com

A program that has been successful in the past but needs more support thisyedris R/ t chi.el6s Wi sh |
you shopping at Amazon.com and ar e f-goatahdogateppadkser ous, ¢
directly to our library. Type in: dritchie@Iwsd.orgn the Wish List Search category and begin your shopping.
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News from the 7th Grade Team

As the year progresses, we continue to emphasize student responsibility and work towards pre-
paring students for the greater expectations they will have as 8" graders. In doing so we want

to remind parents and students of the | ate wi
assignment turned in late will only receive half credit of the earned score and will only be ac-
cepted up to one week | ateo.

The new policy for 4™ quarter will be that NO LATE WORK WILL BE ACCEPTED. Stu-
dents on an IEP, 504 plan or an excused absence will have the same accommodations they have
had all year.

In Social Studies, 7" grade students have completed the Classroom Based Assessment requir-
ing in depth research on a Constitutional issue and the writing of a persuasive paper. We are
currently looking at the issues leading up to the Civil War: the Industrial Revolution, slavery,
and nationalism vs. sectionalism.

Seventh grade students in Language Arts are reading a companion novel, Nightjohn,by Gary
Paulsen, which brings alive the realities of slave life and the brutalities they endured. We will
continue to be preparing students for the upcoming Reading and Writing WASL.

In CMP 7 Math, we are studying how to work with positive and negative integers in the unit,

Accentuate the Negative. In particular, students have been exploring the conceptual meanings

of how to add, subtract, multiply and divide integers and contemplating what these numbers

mean in the situations they are used for. To hel p facilitate your <chil
sure that your students are prepared to come to class each day with pencils, correcting pens,

notebook paper and especially graph paper (as our next unit will require making graphs al-

most daily). Ms. Cohen, Ms. Colombo & Ms. Yates would also like to invite you to access our

classroom websites for a calendar of assignments, tests and upcoming classroom events to help

keep both students and parents up to date on what is happening in class.

In Science, seventh graders are finishing up the storms section of the Catastrophic Events unit.
Next, students will be taking what they have learned about convection currents in the air and
water and relating it to convection currents in the earth. By doing so, students will see how
earthquakes and volcanoes are related. Lessons will be inquiry based and focus on the natural
wonders of the Pacific NW.

Be sure to check your student’s planner for homework each night!



8th Grade Team News

Please note for all 7" and 8" graders taking the WASL :

All students should be prepared to take the WASL. The math and science departments espe-
cially request that students come prepared with their own calculators on Monday April 13 for
7™ graders for the math portion of the WASL that allows tools; Wednesday, April 15 for 8"
graders for the math portion of the WASL that allows tools; for all 8" graders Monday and
Tuesday, April 20 and 21 for the science portion of the WASL since tools (including calcula-
tors are allowed both days on the science WASL.
000000000000000000000000000000000000090

In our study of Earth Science we have looked at the Earth and Sun from observations we can
make from the Earth, starting with shadows and progressing to seasons. Students now have a
deeper understanding of what causes the seasons and why it is not due to the distance be-

tween the Earth and the Sun. We 6 ve now begun examining ¢

a moon book to demonstrate their learning.

In CMP 8 Math, students are working on the unit, Looking For Pythagoras, which helps stu-
dents explore the special relationship of right triangles and their side lengths. Through these
explorations students begin to learn how and when to use the Pythagorean Theorem and the
conceptual meaning of a squarerootsymbol. To hel p facilitate Y
make sure that your students are prepared to come to class each day with pencils, correcting
pens, notebook paper and especially graph paper. Ms. Cohen & Ms. Yates would also like
to invite you to access our classroom websites for a calendar of assignments, tests and up-
coming classroom events to help keep both students and parents up to date on what is hap-
pening in class. IMPORTANT DATE FOR PARENTS & STUDENTS: CMP 8 L ooking
for Pythagoras Unit Test WILL BE ON Friday, March 27.

ou

Think you can’t afford college? Think again!
Il f you®Poe9"gnade and youodre ready to work hard i
until you graduate, YOU may be eligible for a four-year College Bound Scholarship.
What do you have to do:
Submit a College Bound Scholarship application/pledge while you are in the 7, 8" or 9™ grade.
Graduate from a Washington high school (or home school).
Maintain a cumulative high school GPA of at least 2.0.
Be a good citizen and stay crime free.
Apply for admission to an eligible college in Washington.
Complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).
Meet the family income requirements at the time of graduation.
Be a resident of Washington.
Brochures available in the Counseling Office or On-line at http://www.hecb.wa.gov/paying/waaidprgm/
CollegeBoundScholarship.asp.

Do your students need dental, medical or vision help? There are resources available and we would like to help con-
nect you. Please contact the Counseling Office for more information.

Carol Hinrichs T chinrichs@lwsd.org or 425-822-6069
Justina Olmsted T jolmsted@lwsd.org or 425-822-6069
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Ninth Grade News

Lanquage Arts . Ninth graders have finished reading
Animal Farm and its allegorical symbolism to the Russian Revo-
lution. Students are engaged in practicing effective writing, con-
centrating on maintaining a clear focus on topics with supporting
details, providing logical organization, using engaging and ap-
propriate language with fluent sentences of varied length and structure.

World History

Ninth graders completed the unit on ancient China and South-
east Asia. Students are beginning to make inquiries for the

state -mandated Classroom Based Assessment research papers.
The content overview for freshmen is Humans and the Environ-
ment. During this project, students apply their knowledge and
skills in research, the writing process, and critical thinking. This project offers
preparation for future high school projects.

s Science
We are finishing up our Chemistry Unit by looking at types of
reactions and with several hands on lab activities. The stu-
dents have learned an impressive amount of new material this
guarter, starting with atoms and subatomic particles all the
way to chemical bonding and equations. The students have

persevered through some tough conceptual ideas and have
come away with a stronger understanding of the way their world works. Mov-
ing forward we will be shifting to Earth Science and what we can learn about
the world around us on a much larger scale

VOPPPPPPPIPIPPIPIIPIIPIIPIIPIIPVIIPIIPIIPEYY
Dondot forget to sign u;ﬂ for
Mot her 0s Day Luncheo:n!
Wednesday, May 6th at 1:30

Kirkland Junior High School Commons

Tickets on sale in April during lunch, or send in your
reservation/money with your student

¢eceececececeeeeeeeeee
¢e¢eeecececeeeeee
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9th Grade news continued...

Algebra students have just completed Chapter 7, a unit on exponents and expo-
nential equations. Students have been
that contain both positive and negative exponents using the laws of exponents.

The third quarter final will be on Friday, March 27. After spring break all stu-

dents will be either reviewing for the WASL or engaging in a mini-unit created

by the math department on basic Geometry skills. After WASL students will delve into a study

of radicals.

Geometry students have just completed Chapter 7, a unit on transformations. They explored the
world of Escher-style tessellations and discovered polygons that will tile a plane. The third quar-
ter final will be on Friday, March 27. After spring break geometry students will begin two related
units on area and volume. Students will find that strong algebra skills are needed for both units.

Advanced Algebra has just completed Chapter 7, a very challenging unit on polynomials. Stu-
dents learned to use the factor theorem to discover one zero of a function and could then find the
other zeros using long division of polynomials or synthetic division. Conversely, students were
given the roots of a function and asked to calculate the polynomial function. Whew! Their third
quarter final is scheduled for Friday, March 27. After spring break students will begin chapter 9
and learn to simplify and calculate with rational expressions and equations, otherwise known as
Augly fractions! o

Host a French student this summer through Andea
International Homestays. For more information
talk to Mrs. Poort or go to their website www.andeo.org

I: French I students are finishing up their 3™ quarter culture projects. They dve made powe
point presentations on a French speaking country. Students are starting chapter 6 and is about
things to do in a city. Students will learn to describe their own city, the buildings, and places of
interest. They will be able to ask for directions (and give them). They will talk about places
they visit and describe his or her own home. We will introduce a new tense: near future.

II: French 2 students just finished up Chapter 4 and their culture projects. They made a small
replica of a Parisian monument and did a bilingual presentation on it to the class. Chapter 5
involves body parts and activities to stay fit, the pronouns y and en, as well as reflexive verbs.

Both World Languages offered at Kirkland Junior will be participating in cultural day on April
15" 16™, and 17™. Students will create a personal poster which will be united as a group
poster to be displayed in the Commons. On Friday, April 17", French students will be doing
their 4™ quarter cultural projects and presentations as will Spanish students. French students
are encouraged to bring food, do art, or perform as their project. Additional food or culture
from their own heritage or interest is encouraged as well.
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Looking for something amazing to do this summer? Camp Sealth has excellent leadership opportunites for
you! The Teen Leadership program offers the following positions for which you could consider applying.

If you are going into grades 10-1 2 é

Consider becoming a CIT or RSIT. When joining this part of our Teen Leadership program you join the long

tradition of spirited, dedicated high school youth that love Camp Sealth and want to work with kids. This pro-

gram all ows you to grow as an individual, and make a di
camp activities. You have the chance to bond with the crew to create lasting friendship and unforgettable

memories as you are on your way to joining the talented Sealth Staff!

Counselor -In-Training (CIT)

The CIT program consists of exceptional teens with a unique role at Sealth as leaders and role models for
other campers. As a CIT you strengthen your leadership capabilities, learn new skills, and work with
younger campers. You also work closely with the Teen Leadership staff to develop leadership skills through
a series of workshops, guide campers in activities, and assist in leading a younger cabin group for a few
days.

Session 3-5 (July 13-Aug 3) Crew One $775

Session 6-8 (Aug 4-Aug 23) Crew Two $775

This program allows you to take on more responsibility through a volunteer internship where you get to ex-
perience the challenges and rewards of being a Camp Sealth staff member. You will assist counselors, pro-
gram specialists, support staff or horseback riding staff while learning about all aspects of the

job. Prior completion of the CIT/RSIT program is recommended but not required.

*Interns must attend a required training week (June 27-July 2), then can volunteer for up to three sessions
throughout summer. Interns must be at least 16 years old, and riding interns must be at least 17 years old.

NEW! This year, we are offering internships to work in various support roles in camp, including kitchen, health
care and maintenance. Indicate on your application if you are interested in working in one of these areas.

I f any of these programs sound | ike somet he youbd 1ik
summer, weodd | ov elfyowhave ang quesfionsoplease/ let u !

me know! | look forward to hearing from you. -

Kristi Greenaway aka "ChaCha" Camp FIrE USA

Assistant Camp Director CENTRAL PUGET S0UND COUNCIL

Camp Fire USA

Today's Kids. Tomorrow's Leaders.
Central Puget Sound Council
Camp Sealth

14500 SW Camp Sealth Rd.
Vashon Island, WA 98070

office: 206 463 3174 ext. 44

fax: 206 463 6936

email: kristig@campfire-usa.org
www.campfire-usa.org

Ready to go to Camp this summer?
Sign up now for resident camp at Camp Sealth on Vashon Island. We also have nine Seattle area day
camps, and day camps at Camp Sealth, and Camp Niwana in Kitsap County.
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KIRKLAND JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL

KJH Calendar of Events:

April 10 Last day of 3rd quarter
April 10 Junior High Choir Festival @RHS, 2nd-5th periods
April 13-24  7th, 8th grade WASL Testing

9th grade CBA
April 16 Elem/JH/HS Orchestra 7:00 p.m. KJH Commons
April 23 Report cards mailed home



