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ALETTER FROM DEBBIE MCCARSON, KJH PRINCIPAL.

At the core of a wonderful school you will find a partnership and a commitment between parents, teachers, students, and the community. At Kirkland

Junior High School this partnership and commitment places students and their learning first. As we move into the last month of school, it is the perfect

time to reflect on our Parent & PTSA partnership and on behalf of our students and staff offer each of you a big THANK YOU!
Thank you for the hundreds of hours you have volunteered serving us in numerous ways including in the classroom, serving on committees, organizing
activities for before and after school, preparing and mailing the Panthergram, organizing the Mothers and Fathers Day events, helping out at the PTSA

play, and serving as a member of the PTSA Board.

Thank you for your work in raising funds to support our students through activities such as Pass the Hat, Magazine Drive, Box Tops, e-Script, plant

sales, and Ice Cream sales.

th
Thank you for directly supporting teachers with classroom grants. Your generous donations made it possible for our entire 8 grade class to learn more
about the dangers of substance abuse by hearing “The Organ Lady” presentation during their science classes. You also fully funded our Power Hour
tutoring program that assisted countless students’ afterschool with their homework.

Thank you for making sure that we are all well informed through the Panthergram, Trumba and a variety of other electronic media.

Thank you for thinking of us each and every day, and especially during Staff Appreciation Week. The special treats each month were very much appre-

ciated!
Thank you for helping with or summer mailing, picture day, the magazine drive, the student directory, vision and hearing screening, reading assistance,
Working at sporting events, and really going the extra mile as dance chaPerones. These are great examples of our Partnership, which provides a suppor-

tive learning community for our students.

Thank yOLl fOI’ IOOkiﬂg ahead ﬂﬂd makmg sure our emergencypreparedness container stocked {OI‘ next year.

Continued next page...



Continued... letter from Principal McCarson

And last but not least, a big thank you to our PTSA Presidents Ronda Gwinn, Paula Greschler-White, Kim Deskin and the spectacular board. Your support of our
school programs and Kirkland Junior High families, students and staff will always be appreciated!

As we finish up our final quarter of this school year, we want to be sure to maintain the momentum that has been with us since the beginning of the school year. I
offer a challenge to each of us- parents and staff- to make every day meaningful and productive for our students. Considering the chemistry of our junior high
students and the emotional, physical, and social implications they are faced with today, the challenge to keep learning the most exciting priority requires some

very creative thinking from each of us at this time of year.

A summer suggestion-—Share a good book with your junior high student. It’s a great way to spark a love of reading and spend quality time together. Choose a
book from a recommended reading list. Agree to read the same book. Set a date to meet and talk about it. Pick a special place, like a favorite restaurant. Start with
simple questions. Did you like the way it ended: Would you have done the same thing the character did? What would you change if you wrote the book? Share

your opinion, too. Have fun!
I would like to end with one of my favorite quotes-

The journey in between what you once were

and who you are now becoming

is where the dance of life really takes place
Barbara De Anglelis

Dear KJH Parents,

Wrapping one year always leads to beginning the next. Your PTSA is working already to make the 2009-2010 school year
as smooth as possible. Meetings are happening, plans are being made. Look forward to a year of opportunity—for your-
self, for your children, for our school community.

We still have a few openings on the PTSA Board of Directors. (Not a huge time commitment, and think of the contribu-
tions you can make to your child’s educational experience!) Committees are being chaired, prime assignments are being
made. Do consider joining us in a leadership role. If you’ve been putting off getting involved, it’s time to bring your tal-
ents and energies to the table. Let us know how we can include you.

Thanks again to everyone who helped make the last year simply wonderful. So many people worked to make older pro-
grams successful and to put new programs into place. It couldn’t happen without our committed volunteers and amazing
Kirkland Junior High school faculty and staff.

Best wishes for a happy, healthy summer, and looking forward to a great new year!

Sherry Carter and Kim Deskin,
2009-2010 PTSA Co-Presidents

You must give some time to your fellow men. Even if it's a little thing, do

something for others - something for which you get no pay but the privilege
of doing it. - Albert Schweitzer
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PTSA TREASURER'S REPORT

LINDSAY BLACKNER

Our PTSA account balance at the end of April 2009 was
$23,475.41. The Mother's Day Lunch was a very well planned

and attended event. We expect that this event will come in on
budget. The remaining expenses and events from now until the end of the year in-
clude our Father's Day Breakfast, restocking the emergency response container,
classroom grants and the 9th grade graduation celebration.

Thank you to all of the committee chairs who have done an excellent job of keeping
their events on budget. All requests for reimbursement should be turned in by
June 1, 2009 unless they are for a program that will be happening in June.

We have submitted our final membership report. We ended the year with 273 mem-
bers! (Thank you to Lori Richards, our membership chair for being on top of all the re-
porting requirements.) The year end financial report will be written in mid-July and the
annual audit will be conducted shortly thereafter. | am looking forward to turning the
financial books over to the very able new Treasurer, Debbie Krogman _, once the
election of the new board is complete at the next membership meeting and the year
end financial report is completed.

Lake Washington School District
2009 Summer School Information
Junior/Senior High

Secondary Summer School 2009 will be located at Redmond High School for Junior
and Senior High students. Buses are available from Lake Washington High School.
Classes will begin July 6 and end July 31. Classes will run daily from 7:30am to
2:30pm and students can take up to two classes per day. The cost for summer
school is $350.00 for a senior high .5 credit class and $200.00 for junior high classes.

aAmMmCOm

A reduced fee is available for students who qualify for free or reduced lunch during
the regular school year. Reduced fees are only available for specific courses. Sum-
mer school catalogs and registration forms are now available in the counseling office
as well as online through the Lake Washington School District home page
www.lwsd.org. Mail-in registration is only available until June 26, 2009. After June
26, walk-in registration only is accepted at Redmond High School. There is a $25 late
fee for registrations after June 30. If you have questions, please contact the counsel-
ing office.

Counselors: 7" and 9th Grades Carol Hinrichs chinrichs@lIwsd.org
8" Grade Justina Olmstedjolmsted@Ilwsd.org

FOoOO0OITOWOm
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News from the 7th Grade Team

We would like to extend our greatest appreciation for all the support you have given us

this year, as well as the support towards your student. The academic reinforcement at

home helps in your studentodos success and we
their junior high experience. We have had the wonderful pleasure of watching them grow

not only academically, but socially as well; their unique personalities help to make our

jobs enjoyable and rewarding. Thank you for the fantastic school year and we hope you

have a relaxing and safe summer!

In Language Arts, students have finished their study of The OutsidersSpecial focus was
placed on theme and character development. Looking ahead, seventh grader will be reviewing
sentence structure, parts of speech and narrative writing.

Social Studies students are participating in a variety of historical simulations concerning the
years leading up to, and during, the Civil War. They will be concluding their 7" grade year by
studying Southern Reconstruction.

Students in CMP 7 are studying linear equations, which they are learning to recognize by the
constant rate of change between two variables in a verbal context, a table, a graph, or an equa-
tion. This idea was introduced by doing an experiment where students timed their own walking
rate and later tied to the central idea of constant rate of change between two variables. Pres-
ently students are learning how write equations for lines and how to solve one-step linear equa-
tions. These concepts will be further explored with more complexities in 8" grade.

In Science, seventh graders are finishing the year in the Life Science unit: Populations & Eco-
systems. Students are learning how organisms interact with each other and their environment
and will then delve into the small world of the cell and genetics. We will end the year with the
Life Science district exam, please watch for the upcoming date.

KJH LIBRARY NEWS

WHAT A YEAR IT WAS in the library! We have a school full of readers. Our circulation sta-
tistics were higher than ever with over 4000 checkouts. Amazing! We want to thank all of you
who supported the library so much this past year either by bringing in printer cartridges, old cell
phones, etc. to recycle (a special thanks tothe Bu i | d e r fér gheir Cohtinulng support of
this program); or clipping box tops or by directly contributing books to the library from Mr.
Ritchie’s Wish List. Here are the statistics illustrating what these programs mean to this library
program and your students:

Cartridges for Kids Program brought in: $296
Number of books donated from the Wish List: 15 titles worth over $200
Box Tops for Education program: $237.50

All of these funds went directly into purchasing new books. Thanks to all of you for your sup-
port (and a special thanks again to Christine Trigg for her recent donation).
Have an amazing summer and we’ll see you in September!



8th Grade Team News

LANGUAGE ARTS - Sudents are finishing the novel To Kill a Mockingbird Over the next few
weeks, students will be completing their major assignments, essays, and projects for the novel. Additionally, we
will watch the Academy Award-winning movie version of the novel, and will compare and contrast the novel
and movie.

SOCIAL STUDIES - Students have just completed a unit on the Civil Rights Movement. They are
now returning to the Cold War events of the 60’s and 70’s: the Cuban Missile Crisis, the Vietnam War, and
Détente. The year ends with a brief look at the key political issues of the 70°s, 80’s, and 90’s: Watergate, the
Reagan Years, and the fall of communism.

In SCIENCE, we are wrapping up the year by studying the systems in the human body, specifically the
digestive system, respiratory system, circulatory system, and musculoskeletal system. Students will focus on
both the form and function of the different organs in these systems, as well as some practical applications, such
as nutrition and physical activity. The year ends with a dissection of a chicken wing as we examine the muscles,
tendons, ligaments, cartilage, bones, and joints. It has been a great year and the students have learned a great
deal about the world they live in; be sure to ask them about it!

As the school year comes to an end, CMP 8 will be focusing on quadratic relationships & the skills required
to work with them. We will be identifying quadratic relationships and working with their expressions and equa-
tions to find the important parts of their graphs, specifically using the distributive property to expand expres-
sions as well as how to factor binomials & trinomials to find the x-intercepts. Please help your student(s) stay
well prepared during these last few weeks with graph paper, pencils & correcting pens to help them be success-
ful.

Important dates for CMP 8 parents: June 9 1 Quadratics Unit Final & June 12 7 2" Semester Final.

Spanish 1 and 2

Classes will be doing a final cooking project on June 5th.
Spanish 1 finished chapter 11 and Spanish 2 finished

chapter 10. Students  are able to read, write and speak
Spanish. Students were exposed to authentic Hispanic
culture; their appreciation for multiculturalism was achieved through multi -
cultural events, field trips and by sharing my personal cultural experience

with students to expand their horizons. | appreciate all the parents for their
wonderful support throughout this successful school year.

Muchas gracias! Sra. Anderson
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In 9*" grade sciencewe 6r e wrapping up
year, Astronomy. Webve been | ooking at

(ask your student how big the universe is), how we know, the
general structure of the universe, what happens inside stars, what
the stellar life cycle looks like, and finally what a black hole is and how it

our | ast un
the si ze

relates to Einsteinds genWeawlllfinishdffeheyezr of r el at
with a chance for students to build their own water rockets out of 2 liter

pop bottles, so be saving them if you can! |l tds a great
everything weo6v® grade stienceettds yeéan as Yvell as a fun
way to finish off the school year.

year: Quadratics. At the completion of this unit, students will

E ﬁg Algebra students are in the last and most challenging unit of the
be able to find the features of parabolas generated by quadratic

applicati

equations. Calculating the line of symmetry, vertex, y -intercept,

and x -intercepts will allow students to accurately graph any quadratic
equation. Students will learn the necessary skills of multiplying and factor-
ing polynomials as well as the quadratic formula (ask your student to sing
the song!!) to calculate the features. Attendance is crucial during this
unit. The semester exam is on Friday, June 12. Please make sure that
your child is in attendance on that day!

Geometry students are studying the last major concept of the year:
Similarity. Students are learning to use proportions to find missing parts
of polygons and are studying the special similarity properties associated
with triangles. The relationships of volume and area when linear meas-
urements are changed will be a major concept of this unit. After the se-
mester exam, students will work through a rigorous review of factoring
and quadratic equations to make sure their algebraic skills are fresh for
Advanced Algebra. The semester exam is on Friday, June 12. Please
make sure that your child is in attendance on that day!

Advanced Algebra students are completing their year with a Trigonome-
try unit. Students have learned the six basic trig functions and have stud-
ied the unit circle in detail. They have been able to use their special right
triangle skills to understand from where the cosine, sine, and tangent ra-
tios are derived. Besides right triangle trigonometry, students are learn-

ing the Law of Sines and the Law of Cosines to find missing parts of any
triangle, not just right triangles. They will complete the unit by learning
about radians and how to convert between radians and degrees and will
discover the sine and cosines curves. The semester exam is on Friday,
June 12. Please make sure that your child is in attendance on that day!



World History
Ninth graders completed the Classroom Based Assessment

projects with written evaluations and evidence directed to
stakeholders affected by the environmental problem and solu-
tions they researched.

<

Students are in the process of completing the freshman portion of the
Washington Occupation Information System (WOIS) portfolio, one of the
five requirements for graduation. Each freshman completes a career sur-
vey, compares colleges, creates a cover letter, and a resume. Students
will add to this portfolio each subsequent year in high school.

4 Language Arts
/ Ninth graders are completing the study of William Shakespeare,
the foremost literary talent of the Elizabethan Age and, even

more impressively, the genius whose creative achievement has

never been surpassed in any age. Students have taken parts
and are completing the reading of Romeo and Juliet. The Shakespeare fi-
nal is on June 11.

The culmination of the year  -long challenging vocabulary unit is a unique
portfolio created and assembled by students.

and finallyéé
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The ninth LA/SS teachers would like to congratulate
all freshmen for their successes at KJH, and to let you know
how proud we are of you. Best wishes to each of you as you
look ahead to a future full of promise and opportunity. May

success be yours as you continue with the remaining years in high
school. It has been a pleasure!
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KJH Calendar of Events:

KIRKLAND JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL

June 9 Volunteer Tea 3:00 p.m.
PTSA Meeting (right after the tea)
KJH Music Dept. Concert 7:00 p.m.
June 10 KJH Music Dept Assembly 8:55 a.m.
June 17th  Yearbook Distribution 6th period
June 18th  Classes 1,2,3,4—Carnival Day begins 12:56
June 19 Last Day of School!!! Classes 5,6—Assembly 9:55 a.m



